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 Since 1837

s fans pack the Mercedes-
Benz Superdome today for the 
showdown between the New 
Orleans Saints and Cincin-

nati Bengals, there will be at 
least one vacant seat.

Carolyn Glaspy won’t 
make it. She can’t bear the 
12-hour trip from Cincinna-
ti, and then all the thoughts 

of what could have been.
There was a time her oldest son, Belle 

Chasse native Chris Henry, a one-time 
big-play Bengals receiver, might have tak-
en the fi eld Sunday against his hometown 
team. But Henry’s life ended tragically 
almost fi ve years ago when he fell from the 
back of a pickup truck in North Carolina.

The emotions are still too raw for 
Glaspy to sit in the stadium where she has 
watched her son play with his high school 

An absence will be felt 
in the Superdome today. 

AMY SANCETTA / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS ARCHIVE

Cincinnati Bengals wide receiver Chris Henry plays against the Cleveland Browns on Oct. 4, 2009. A few months later, the Belle 
Chasse native died after falling out of the back of a moving pickup. Henry’s death is still diffi cult for many close to him.

The former Beatles 
usually don’t give autographs, 
but they made an exception 

for a local charity

A little help  
from 2 friends

KIM BERGERON

Drummer Ringo Starr tries out the heirloom pia-
no, refurbished for the East St. Tammany Habitat 
for Humanity’s auction, in Biloxi on Oct. 17. 

Everybody loves the Beatles.
That’s the fi rst thought that 
came to Slidell artist Lori 
Gomez’s mind as she tried 

to come up with a theme to transform a century-
old, donated piano into a work of art.

The piano would be auctioned to help raise mon-
ey to build homes for veterans in east St. Tammany 
Parish, and so Gomez set about refurbishing and 
then painting the colorful Beatles artwork onto it.

But two final touches have made the upright 
antique piano more rare and valuable than anyone 
involved in the upcoming auction ever imagined: 
personal autographs by both Ringo Starr and Sir 
Paul McCartney, the two surviving members of 
the Beatles. 

Brennan’s
An look at 

the newEXCLUSIVE

By Terrance 
Harris

Sta!  writer

Belle Chasse 
star wide 
receiver Chris 
Henry gives 
thanks after 
catching a 
touchdown 
pass in 2001. 
The team re-
tired Henry’s 
No. 1 jersey 
this year. ‘A lot 
of kids still look 
up to Chris in 
our commu-
nity,’ his cousin 
said.
G. ANDREW BOYD / 
STAFF ARCHIVE

See photos of Chris Henry from his prep football days through the pros

Holder: Can the Saints 

fi nd a way to fi nish games?
Bengals enter 

Dome struggling
What to watch 
in today’s game

Full coverage in Sports 
and on nola.com

More than 
40 photos of 
the restaurant 
at NOLA.com
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SUNDAY SPORTSTREY ILES: STATE NEEDS NEW STRATEGY TO LURE SPORTING EVENTS

R E M E M B E R I N G  C H R I S  H E N R Y

—

By Naomi Martin
Sta!  writer

A 20-year-old Georgia Tech student awoke 
groggy and in pain in a French Quarter hotel after 
a May 2013 fraternity formal. She felt like she’d 
been drugged and raped. Beside her, someone had 
left a box containing a morning-after pill. 

She would spend the next year and a half try-
ing to get the New Orleans Police Department’s 
Special Victims Section to investigate her com-
plaint. Her ordeal is emblematic, victim advocates 
say, of the Police Department’s long-standing and 
widespread problems in handling rape and abuse 
investigations.

A new report by the city’s inspector general 
singled out fi ve detectives, outlining fi ndings that 
suggest over the course of three years they large-
ly ignored hundreds of reports of rape and child 

—

N.O. police seemed to be seeking 
excuse to dismiss their claims

Victims report 
a pattern of 
negligence in 

sex-crime unit

By Sarah Bonnette  
Contributing writer
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“I had no idea it would turn 
into this,” Gomez said.

In a tale of destiny, aided by 
a good deal of persistence, Kim 
Bergeron, a public relations spe-
cialist volunteers her services 
for the East St. Tammany Habi-
tat for Humanity, sought to have 
the piano autographed in time 
for the organization’s seventh 
annual “Home Is Where Art Is” 
gala Nov. 21. 

Proceeds from the piano’s 
auction will go toward the non-
profit’s Veterans Build proj-
ect, and proceeds from the gala 
will assist in Habitat’s overall 
mission of providing affordable 
housing for deserving families. 

Bergeron first reached out 
to McCartney, who performed 
in New Orleans on Oct. 11 but 
signed the piano weeks later in 
Louisville. Then, after hearing 
from her friend Amy Kussman 
that Starr had a tour stop at the 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in 
Biloxi, Bergeron contacted his 
representatives Oct. 17.

“Ours was the only autograph 
in Biloxi, and ours was the only 
autograph in Louisville. They do 
not sign autographs, so it’s huge,” 
Bergeron said. “This was per-
sistence, and the story, the story 
behind the piano itself, the orga-
nization, the proceeds going to the 
Veterans Build. It’s the whole story. 
It really is a little fairy tale — a big 
fairy tale — with a happy ending.”

The fairy tale started in 
August when Gomez got the 

deteriorated piano — a family 
heirloom donated to the East St. 
Tammany Habitat for Human-
ity by Ethel Knight of Picayune, 
Miss. — and began working to 
make it playable again.

The piano originally was pur-
chased in Biloxi by Knight’s 
great-great grandmother.

“So for (Starr) to have signed 
it in Biloxi, it just comes full cir-
cle,” Bergeron said, adding that 
Knight is “over the moon” with 
excitement.

“It was a family heirloom, and 
when she found out what the pur-
pose would be, she was happy to 
help a veteran out.”

With a little help from a friend 
(musician Barney Floyd), Gomez 

and her husband, Mike, spent 
more than 300 hours taking 
the piano apart, putting it back 
together and tuning it before she 
added the Beatles artwork.

Painting the portraits was the 
most difficult part of the project, 

Gomez said. Though the faces are 
only about an inch in size, they 
required more than 13 hours. 

While Gomez worked on the 
piano, Bergeron focused on 
obtaining the autographs.

“I went through multiple 
angles. Anyone who had any con-
nection to them, I emailed them. 
When that wasn’t successful, I 
decided to take a more public 
approach and try and get com-
munity support,” she said.

She even created a blog about 
her efforts entitled “Right Brain 
Diaries.” 

Her petitions were declined 
at first because of the sheer 
number of charitable requests 
the music legends receive. But 
Bergeron’s efforts finally paid 
off when Starr agreed to sign 
the piano in Biloxi.

She couldn’t get an agreement 
that McCartney would sign it 
before his New Orleans show, but 
his representatives contacted her 
and told her that if the piano could 
be brought to Louisville, Ky., he’d 
autograph it there.

She chalks the experience up 
to destiny and to researching 
the passions of the musicians 
and their connections before she 
emailed them.

“It was basically finding out 
what was important to them, and 
it was basically a lot of the same 
things that are important to Hab-
itat,” Bergeron said. “Everything 
just lined up perfectly to where 
we were supposed to do this.”

It also was an experience to get 
the piano to Louisville for McCa-
rtney’s autograph. What was 
supposed to be a 10-hour trip for 
Bergeron, Gomez, East St. Tam-
many Habitat for Humanity Exec-
utive Director Debbie Crouch and 
truck driver Eric Jones turned 
into 29 hours on the road. 

A tank full of bad diesel fuel 
caused Habitat’s truck to break 
down multiple times, but thanks 
to assistance from multiple peo-
ple along the way, the group 
and the piano finally made it to 

McCartney.

KIM BERGERON

Paul McCartney and Ringo Starr both signed the piano painted by 

artist Lori Gomez. It will be auctioned off to build homes for vets.

Hauling the piano to McCartney took 29 hours on the road

abuse. The inquiry focused on 
those detectives’ cases from 2011 
through 2013. 

But the experience of the 
Atlanta college student, detailed 
last week by a crime victim advo-
cate, and the stories of other 
women who have come forward 
suggest problems extend beyond 
those detectives. 

Not knowing what to do, the 
Georgia Tech student returned 
home and tried to report the rape 
to New Orleans police. But no one 
returned her calls. She hired a 
lawyer and a private investigator, 
and they both tried calling the 
NOPD. Still no response.  

Finally, the investigator, a for-
mer FBI agent, called the Met-
ropolitan Crime Commission, a 
nonprofit watchdog group. The 

group contacted then-Super-
intendent Ronal Serpas. Last 
August, the woman flew back 
to New Orleans for a 90-minute 
interview with two sex crimes 
supervisors, Lt. Louis Gay-
dosh and Sgt. James Kelly, at 
the crime commission’s office on 

Poydras Street. 
Since that day, however, nei-

ther the woman, her lawyer nor 
her investigator has not been 
able to get any information out 
of the department — not even an 
initial report. 

“It’s very disappointing to me 
as former law enforcement,” said 
George Murray, the investigator 
who had identified a possible sus-
pect. “You’re not doing anything 
with this? We’re handing you 
a probably prosecutable case. 
And nothing. … Incompetent. 
Couldn’t care less. No concern 
toward the citizen.”

Several rape victims described 
in interviews feeling hopeless and 
depressed after building up the 
courage to report their assault 
to the police only to be dismissed 
or ignored by the investigating 
officer. 

They said the officers were 
skeptical of them and grilled them 
on how much they had to drink, 
seemingly looking for a reason 
to kill their complaint. Each said 
they experienced a lack of follow-
up investigation.

Their stories exemplify the 
problems outlined in Inspector 
General Ed Quatrevaux’s report. 
But the problems — ranging 
from misclassification of crimes 

to a complete failure to act even 
in the face of disturbing evidence 
of abuse — are not new. Previ-
ous inquiries by the inspector 
general, the U.S. Department of 
Justice and the news media have 
found the department for years 
has mistreated victims, bungled 
investigations and downgraded 
statistics.

Quatrevaux’s inquiry, headed 
up by former FBI agent Howard 
Schwartz, found that five of the 

NOPD’s 16 Special Victims Sec-
tion detectives largely ignored 
hundreds of allegations of rape 
and child abuse. 

The IG’s office did not review 

the work of all investigators in 
that unit. Schwartz said he chose 
to focus on the five detectives 
because they stood out as being 
particularly unproductive during 
a preliminary review of investi-
gative reports last spring. 

The five officers only wrote 
investigative reports in 14 per-
cent of the 1,290 cases they 
were collectively assigned to 
investigate from 2011 through 
2013, according to the report. 
Many reports omitted key evi-
dence found in medical reports 
and DNA labs. And one detec-
tive, according to the report, 
told three people that she didn’t 
believe simple rape — when a 
victim is intoxicated or incapaci-
tated — should be a crime.  

“These allegations suggest an 
indifference toward our citizens 
that will not be tolerated,” Qua-
trevaux said upon the report’s 
release.

NOPD’s internal investiga-
tors are now examining whether 
discipline or criminal prosecu-
tion is warranted; officials said 

the officers may have violated 
the law by committing malfea-
sance in office or injuring public 

records, or both.
The five detectives — Akron 

Davis, Merrell Merricks, Der-
rick Williams, Damita Williams 
and Vernon Haynes — remain 
on the force. They had been 
transferred out of the unit and 
put on patrol. However, the day 
after the report was made pub-
lic, NOPD announced all five had 

been placed on desk duty.
Two supervisors, Gaydosh 

and Kelly — the lieutenant 
and sergeant the Georgia Tech 
student met with — were also 
transferred out of the unit. They 
remain on the force as supervi-
sors in charge of patrol officers.

A n  N O P D  s p o k e s m a n 
declined to comment on the spe-
cific cases of victims interviewed 

for this story. Police Superin-
tendent Michael Harrison, who 
took office in August, has said 
he is “deeply disturbed” and 
has pledged a thorough inquiry. 
Harrison has established a task 
force of experienced investiga-
tors to review all the detectives’ 
work. He said least 271 cases are 
being reopened, as the inspector 
general had urged.  

“It is our sworn duty to pro-
tect and serve, and we take that 
duty very seriously,” Harri-
son said. “It appears these five 

detectives may have neglected 
that duty and, as a police depart-
ment, we won’t tolerate it.”

Little scrutiny at the top
But many observers, includ-

ing City Council members and 
the crime commission president, 
have questioned whether even 
more higher-ups should also be 
under scrutiny for allowing this 
under their watch.

NOPD’s upper-level manage-
ment has long known about prob-
lems with extensive downgrad-
ing, misclassification and lack 
of investigation into sex crimes 
and child abuse, said Anthony 

Radosti, a former NOPD detec-
tive now at the crime commission. 
He said he received a written 
complaint from a former com-
mander of the Special Victims 
Section in 2004, explaining in 
detail how sex crimes and child 
abuse cases were routinely down-
graded to “miscellaneous” inci-
dents and left uninvestigated.

Radosti said he sent the infor-
mation to the NOPD’s Public 
Integrity Bureau commander, 
who promised to look into it. But 
the problems continued, as probes 
by the news media, the feder-
al Justice Department and the 
Louisiana Commission on Law 
Enforcement found in separate 
inquiries over the last decade.

“It’s a cultural problem,” 
Radosti said in an interview. “It’s 
long-term — and the question is, 
who’s going to be held responsi-
ble? Where were the supervisors 
and why did they fail to act?”

A Times-Picayune investiga-
tion in 2009 found the NOPD 
classified 60 percent of rape calls 

as miscellaneous incidents that 
merited no follow-up. In 2010, 
under a new commander, Paul 
Noel, the department began 
working on a backlog of 800 rape 
kits that sat in storage and went 
untested, some dating back to 
the 1980s. 

That backlog was eventually 
cleared, but problems persist. 
The inspector general said there 
were 53 DNA matches found for 
potential rapists that the NOPD 
had failed to act on as of early 
October.

In 2011, the Department 
of Justice released a scathing 
report saying the unit often 
failed to interrogate rape sus-
pects, even as they questioned 
victims with biased questions 
that suggested they were to 
blame and their stories not cred-
ible. The Justice Department’s 
inquiry formed the basis for the 
department being placed under 
a federal court order mandating 
overhauls, including revisions 
to policies and training on sex 
crimes and domestic violence.

Last May, after the NOPD 
had begun the process of getting 
into compliance with the consent 
decree, the inspector general’s 
investigators found the NOPD 
had misclassified 46 percent of 

90 rape cases they examined. 
Serpas, the chief at the time, dis-
puted the report’s findings, and 

fiercely defended the NOPD’s 
handling of sex crimes.

Michael Walker, a former 
police chief in Paterson, N.J., 
who is now a professor at John 
Jay College of Criminal Justice, 

said supervisors must be held 
accountable for the lapses of 
their subordinates. Without a 
supervisor checking on them, he 
said, officers will always look for 

ways to do less paperwork.
“If they know nobody’s watch-

ing, cops will get away with 
whatever they can get away with 
— that’s why we have super-
visors,” he said. “That’s every 
police department. It becomes 
cultural, where everybody tells 
the new person, ‘Go along, don’t 
make any waves.’ It could possi-
bly contaminate an entire unit or 
an entire police department.”

Mayor Mitch Landrieu called 
the failings an “institutional prob-
lem.” And City Council members 
are calling for a public airing of 
how the mishandled cases and mis-
classifications went undetected. 

‘It destroyed our lives’
The effects on victims can be 

devastating.
Maria Treme, 30, says she 

was at the poolside bar at the 
Country Club in the Bywater 
on June 30, when suddenly her 
brain went black. She believes 
someone drugged her. She awoke 
the next morning at her home 
with a bottle of lubricant beside 
her bed, having no idea what 
happened. Her car was miss-
ing. Slowly, she pieced together, 
through witnesses, that at least 
two people had sex with her 
while she was blacked out.

When Detective Keisha Fer-
dinand arrived to take her state-
ment, Treme said, she was polite 
initially. But after that meet-
ing, she said, Ferdinand became 
hard to reach and seemed to 
not be conducting any follow-up 
investigation into her case. 

When she found her car a 
month after the assault, police 
took two weeks to search it for 
evidence, and overlooked a Mer-
cedes-Benz key, rap CDs and a 
bar of soap with hair in it inside 
that weren’t hers.

NOLA.com and The Times-
Picayune does not identification 

victims of sex crimes, but Treme 
agreed to be named.

Treme doesn’t believe officers 

fingerprinted the car because 
there was no dust on it, as there 
had been at her home after 
the crime lab detectives left. It 
wasn’t until three months after 
the later detectives reviewed 
surveillance footage from the 
Country Club, she said, and they 
still haven’t told her whether the 
DNA evidence in her rape kit 
provided any clues to what hap-
pened to her.

“I actually got the good side of 
things, which is kind of scary,” she 
said. As the months dragged on 
with no word from the detective, 
she said, “I felt as though I’d been 
put on a shelf and forgotten.”

In some ways, she said, the 
police response has been more 
traumatic for her than the crime 
itself, since she has no memory 
of those events. 

“When someone is some evil 
sicko or criminal or some scum 
that hurts people, you don’t 

expect any better from them,” 
she said. “You don’t expect some-
one like that to help you or care. 
But when the police are the peo-
ple you call to help you and that’s 
who you’re supposed to call — 
that’s what they’re there for, to 
serve and protect you — so when 
you feel like they’re revictimiz-
ing you, it’s more hurtful because 
you expected more from them.”

In a separate case, a 37-year-
old woman who spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity said she had 
a nervous breakdown after the 
NOPD failed to act on her reports 
that her ex-husband had molested 
their children and raped her. 

“It destroyed our lives,” she 
said by telephone from her home 
out of state.  

She said she told her child’s 
therapist in 2010 that she had 
found her then-husband molest-
ing their two young children in 
the middle of the night several 
times. The therapist reported the 
abuse to the NOPD. 

When the woman met with a 
detective — who was not one of 
the five named in the inspector 
general’s report — she said the 
detective was dismissive of the 
child abuse because she hadn’t 
reported it herself right away. 
The woman says she had waited 
because she wanted her husband 
to get help first.

Then she told the detective 
her husband had raped her when 
she tried to leave him. She said 
the detective turned off her tape 
recorder and threatened to arrest 
her for child endangerment if she 

tried to press charges for the 
rape, because she had allowed 
her children to stay in an unsafe 
environment without reporting 
to the police. 

“I knew it was my word against 
his word, but I assumed they 
would help me protect the chil-
dren,” she said. “They never did 
any follow-up interviews. They 
never completed their investiga-
tion. He basically got away with 
rape and child molestation and 
the best I could do was move the 
children a thousand miles away.”

Another woman an described 
being treated with skepticism 
when she reported being raped 
by her boyfriend. She told offi-
cers Avery Young handcuffed 
her, raped her and “violently 
held” her captive for 24 hours 
in 2009 in the attic apartment of 
his parents’ Uptown home.

Despite Young’s prior convic-
tion for kidnapping another wom-
an in 2007, she said NOPD detec-
tives first suggested she was to 

blame, asking her if she was “just 
being vindictive,” and telling her, 
“You can’t be raped by someone 
you’ve dated.” 

Young eventually pleaded 
guilty in 2010, accepting a 10-year 
prison sentence on a lesser kid-
napping charge. But to get to that 
point, the victim says, she had to 
“fight very hard” with “almost 
zero help.” 

“I am one of the few in NOLA 
who has seen justice,” she wrote 
in an email, “and my story to get 
there was over a year of absolute 
hell.”

Ex-cop: ‘It’s a cultural problem. It’s long-term’

“They never did any follow-

up interviews. They never 

completed their investigation. 

He basically got away with 

rape and child molestation, 

and the best I could do 

was move the children a 

thousand miles away.”

FORMER NEW ORLEANS RESIDENT

BEATLES, from A-1

RAPE, from A-1


